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,S ehst du die* Fftu toft, tie i,t cine gewiase Char- 
OHd Cerdij und du andcre in Mant, cin Mann, dcr 
|iC untcrh.eU und den sit in ihrer Badcwannc ermor- 
dctc Man mufi dnch WR cn, dnfl allc die* umcrhalte- 
ncn \Wibcr Cnwllen *ind'\ - Hippolvie Tame liC, 
cmcn framostschen SoJdaten die* zu scincm Kamcra- 
den sagen, wihrend *ic auf dem idrowchcn Kapitol 
vor emer Judith mit dem ! laupt des Hdofcrnes stcW 
und bemcrkt dazu: M ti handeh sich urn Gcschichic 
so Wlc s,r wird » «nn Hie in den Gehirncn des Volkes 
ausgcarbcitct, vcrunsulict und vcrgrubert wird". 

MiBintcrprctationcn auf Grund politischer Vor- 
cingenommenhcit - oder praziscr: eines neuen, 
politischcn Mythos und des Vcrlustcs cincs altc- 
rcn - warcn in Mcngc betzubringen. Ein bc- 
kanntcs Bcispiel dcr klassischcn Welt ist tier Be- 
richt ubcr das sugenannte Grabmal des Sardana- 
pallos in Anchialc bci Tarsus und in Ninus: 
Lcmcres tragc in assyrischen Zeichcn die Auf* 
fordcrung: ,,iB, trink und vcrgniige Dich ; denn 
allcs Andcre isc nicht das wcn il - womit er 
das Schnalzcn mit den Fingcrn gemeint habe, 
das auf dcr Stele dargcstellt gewesen sci (Aristc- 
bulos ap. Athcnaios XII 530c, mit mchrcren 
Variantcti). Wic schon Ed. Meyer geschen hat, 
wird hier cine typisch neuassyrische SiegessteJc 



beschncben* auf dcr dcr Konig die Gottersym- 
bolc mil ausgcstrcckiem Finger vcrchrt* - Die 
Variantc des Choiriios (ap. Athcnaios XII 
„kh wurde Konig, und wahrend .eh das 
Licht dcr Sonne schautc, trank t aB und liebtc 
tch*\ spick sicher auf die FlugcJsonnc des Sha- 
mash an, die mcist vor dem betenden Hcrrschcr 
crschcint, dem scincrseits ^copfcrt wird fz B 
Abb. 1), 

Solchc „Lcsungcn" von bcrciu unlcsbar gewor- 
denen Inschriftcn sind Ixi den Gricehcn nicht 
selten und mancbmal vicl nahcr an dcr Wahr 



1 Rri*e in Italicn, Uben, v. JL Hardt fDicdcnchi 1 



141. 

2 Forschungcn iur alien Gcschjchrc I (iljx) jojff.: die 
Vorbifdcr musscn eme Stele in Ninive { # ,«hnabeiid M } und 
cin Bild mil gcfalceten Hinden tn Anchnle (.,klmchend M J 
gewesen scin. F. Wciilbach, RE II 1 f j 9 ioj 1446 ft. 
4 B. Lancbbcrgcr* M«!cilungen der AlicirwtitjJwchcn Gc 
scllscliaft IV = FS. B, Mci«ncr £1919) 1^4 fT; M L Grubcr. 
JANES 6, 1974, 73 ft ; U. hUgcn, As*yriKbe Konigsdar' 
«el!ungen - Aspekte dcr HeTTichaft = HaF IX (1986) 4^ ft.: 
dcr Gc5ius des t #ban* /itr4jat*\ - Auch das auf dem Denkmaj 
in Anchiifc bcschricbcnc M Handcfcia«chcn*' hat H Mc>tr 
richtjg gcdeufet, wenn auch mit einem *u alten Bcwpid 
illustriert; vgl jctzt Magen ebd. 40^ : ..Ktinig mit ver- 
schranktcn I linden" (vor Gottern). 




Abb 



SaJmanassaf ML mtt /wci Vncstcm \ihicrt vur cincr Kdnigsitck und iwei Gottcnundarten in dcr Nine de* 
Vansec* {Mflgcn 3 ji Taf. v « n cmcm Brorweliand aus Ibbwat. Urn Muv Zetchnun^ H Scili 




STEP AN ZAWAT>*Ki 



?H3B FIRST PERSIAN JOURNEY OF ITTI-M ARDU 



^conquest of Babylonia by Cyrus in j y } B ; g; 

j tm vast possibilities for Babylonian bu- 
openea up t , 

incssmcn who could expand into an entirely 
ntr market and reach for new sources of prof- 
its. Small wonder, the house of Kgibi, at That 
time the wealthiest in Babylonia, showed partic- 
ular interest in this market* In his study of the 
Egibi house, S. Wcingort came to the conclu- 
sion that Icti-Marduk-balafu, head of the house, 
stayed in Persia at least during the first two 
years of Cyrus* reign, possibly even longer, 
since his renewed personal activity in Babylonia 
is not attested before Cyrus' third year (Cyr 
no) 1 . Similar conclusions, based additionally 
on a new very valuable document, have been 
recently reached by C Wunsch, The document, 
BM 31698 + 31745 and its duplicate BM 3 r6g3^ 
published by C Wunsch was drafted in Borstp- 
pa on 12.10 Cyr yearo (January* {, $>8 B.C.) 
and it names beneficiaries in case of Im-Mar- 
duk-balatu's death 2 . According to the terms of 
his will all of his possessions, except the pan 
destined for his two daughters, were to go to 
his eldest son, Marduk-na$ir-apli and his 
mother, Nuptaya. The document mentions two 
daughters: Ta5metu-tabni t married to hti- 
N T abu-balaru, who was to receive two kur of 
field and five slaves, while the youncer, Esflgilfr- 
stj H single, one kur and three slaves. The 
statement stipulates that the decision 
c °tncs into effect only in case of death of the 
testator, C Wunsch quite rightly connects this 
Vision with Im-Marduk-balafu's planned 
ney to Persia which undoubtedly was com- 
monly considered dangerous, Taking this dqcu- 
th Ctlt ,lUo consideration, C. Wunsch assumes 

at "n-Marduk-baJS tu's stay in Persia began 
aJr cadv in r\ * \ t ?■ 

^lenda * W ° ( accordin 8 to thc J u!lan 

'< ls tcd \ ^ C documcnt was written, and 
tlU year j. However, Wunsch states that 



final 



there it a difficulty in this po Stu u te rri . 

from Nbn , »,» which wa< T m * 

} wnicn was written on 1 5 6 Cvt 

year ' 4 . according ,„ lhc tc „. I tt , M , fduk . b ^ 
P» pa-d three shekels <tf silver to a Bani-^cH 
son of Dat.an-Marduk, descendant of Sin-Ja! 
dunu, for thc uraiu-serv.ee performed mstcad 
of Iddin-Marduk, son of I<ji sa , descendant of 
Nur-Stn, father-in-law of ltti-Marduk-balatu 
To avoid this difficulty C. Wunsch suggests that 
only the substitution of thc receiver by someone 
else was recorded without any exception in thc 
texts; however, thc substitution of thc payer 
was not necessarily recorded, i.e. Irti-Marduk- 
balatu could have been absent from Babylonia 
on thc day when Nbn 1091 was written. This 
interpretation, however, cannot be accepted. 
From Camb 88 = Wunsch :6< it is evident that 
on 14.5 Cyr 1 5 Iddin-Marduk was still in Baby- 
lonia because he in person paid for the urasu- 
scrvicc performed instead of him by Bani-sicri. 
If a month later on i }.6. Cyr 1 Bani-zcri w*i 
paid by ltti-Marduk-balaru. Iddin-Marduk's 
son-in-law, it means that Iddin-Marduk asked 



• If not Mated other** the number, of thc ton ^ 
riSoUt Cb» article refer 10 J.N ^ 

1 s . Weingort, D»s Haw Egibi in neubabvlnmschcn Kecnw 
urkunden (Berlin 1959) -. ir.attrBHi GacMfts- 

6. jahrhundcrt v Chr I -L ^ ^ „, A 

(Groningen t 99 ?) *J* l N0 - m ' r 

* And nor on ti.D- » 

the commenuiy). , , 3(c Jutd Cinibvw 

, -n,, document (« n* lbe *««&»••«• * 

"fir* ,«r. King nr I^W _ * - wlth -he 

first year of Cyrus. «« po> M ' 

or . ^ King of «JW Qrnby- J » 

of Babylon I T»« u,sp 

tggff. 



STEFAN 



■*4 ^ rafter .4-5 altc * 

before .I*-^-' C r „ qoi rc cl«« thai w 

^^L knXn ******** 
^Mardulc m«« h « ' >c Bibylon soo0 

******* gZ** of Ira-MKduk- 
TLa . «hc time .he documcm 

Mwduk, dcSt0uan . samc peison that ac- 

•u M.rduk left Babylonia only later, 

6 of » S« hi draitcd Nbn *»? and 
J 1 t i-NUrd uk -ba,,u in Persia, we have » 

,h« on this dav they were both sd» 
assume triav od uiw « , / . . . 

Marduk-balim intended 10 leaie tot 
shordy aftet making his last will on j.io.Lyr 
year0 (January », j)t, B.C.). his intcnaon was 
not carried out it least for the next couple or 
months. 

The earliest document attesting Itti-Marduk-ba- 
law* stay to Ptoia originate* from Tahmakka 7 
from 16.11.Cyr year i (Februaty 26, 557 B *Q®- 
The document Cyr 1 j drafted in Ra2u[metanu], 
recognized as written on *«,i,Cyr t?» i.e. an 
earlier one, should be dated not to the first but 
to the second year of Cjftus* tcign, i.e. on 
May 4, 537 B.C The text should be compared 
with Cyr 37 dated a6.i.C)T z (May j p j 37 B.C.), 
exactly one day later than Cyr 1 5 . The document 
was wrincn in Uiizumctanu, i.e. the same place 
where Cyr 15 was drafted. It is necessary to 
identify the two names as one'' in the light of 
the fact that in both texts — apart from ltd- 
Marduk-balatu himself - also other persons arc 
present; MaiduUrlba, son of Nabu-balassu- 
iqbi, descendant^ Epei-iB (Cyr Cyr 
i7'9) and Bania, son of Adad-ubaUit (Cyr 
n :»o; Cyr 57:10), MarduUrlba accompanied 
duk-balaty » also in his further journey 

*2S , ^ Whcte C > r > 8 - on 
**M£a (September a,, ,„ B .C), origi- 



< irri-Matduk-balatu arrived at the late.. 
^ fh CvrT(Septcniber a 7 . 5 57 B.C.). Up nn 
°° ^rine persons appearing in this document 

r .owe cene to the conclus.on that It* 
^ r duk-bala fU celled in at !«st 

A n or so other members of Bnbylunun 
Indies Qui« certainly in his cnt.re journey 
Twas 'accompanied by Musezib-Mardok. son 
„f Nabu-nasir. descendant of sangu ha, the 
ribe of the first and the last documents (Cyr 
lo and 60), and probably also by the other peo- 
ple mentioned in any of the four documents. 
Taking into consideration the security reasons, 
it is very unlikely that anyone would have trav- 
elled alone or in a small group. Among fellow- 
travellers we find members of Epcs-il! (RTmut- 
Nabu, son of Samas-pi'r-usur and Marduk- 
erIba, son of Nabu-balassu-iqbi), Nappahu (Ba- 
lam. son of Marduk-erlba and Itti-Marduk-balS- 
tu, son of Nabu-ahhe-iddin) ; one cannot rule 
out the possibility that Kalba, son of SamSu- 
haddu and Nadin. son of Kalba, are actually 
father and son. Several families arc represented 
bv one member, like Deku (Bcl-iddin, son of 

■ 



* Vte can expect that in such a situation he would have 
made some other person, for example his wife pay H*™- 
zcri, as he did later on when he and his son-in-law were 
absent from Babylonia. Iddin-Marduk was already ai home 
on M. 9 .Cy' 1 (Nov. 29, U * B«C.), if before ihc journey 
of Irti-Marduk-baUru to Persia had started. 
' For the reading Tahmakka instead of Tahbakka as in 
Wunsch* I 8c, cf. R. Zadok, On the Connections between 
Iran and Babylonia in the Sixth Ccntruy B.C, Iran 14, i97<». 

73 n. t 

• Cyr 19. 

' For the similar writing with or without u before consonant 
at the beginning of the name, cf m Ru-ud-da-at-iu, son « 
»0-[, PBS */t, No io6r 1 1 and mO-m-ud-da-at, t> of Ll-hc-c- 
bar-ra< PBS ijt. No .?jmB LJB.. Cf also the wrmng 
Ot the name of the governor of Babylonia: '"Mun-da-rar-n 
BM 668.0:6 (J. Oppen/J. Menant, DocumenEcs i urtd '^ 
de rAisyrie ct de la Chaldee (Paris 1877) *™ , ■ 

mi-m-ta-par-na-a' in the Babylonian version oj me " 
uucription (cf, von Voigtlander, The Bisirun {nsCtl ^ 
lion of Darius the Great Babylonian Version =t Corpus ^ 

scriptionum Iranicarum I (1978) 47. h rtC 1 10 ' ' ^'^ ^tiia 
Dandamacv, Iranians in Achaemcnid Baby Ionia 355 ^ ■ ^ 

Lectures on Iranian Studies 6, (J991) lQ ^' 

(NO }2j) t , Jlt y 

w Hetc his nickname Iddinnaya was used. For the 1 cfl 
Of Iddinnaya and Im Marduk balilu, we Weingon l v 



TFtH f'*t KST PBRSIAH JOURNEY OF .m u*, 

U ? 1TTI *M A K tit J K-|| A Li 



GimiJIu) 11 , Sangu P.a (Mu$£7jb-Marduk, son of 
^bg^jfrj^ GaJlabu (Ncr^il^um-ihni), l m . 
buiiia (Tattannu, son of MuSallim-Marduk), and 
Gahal (Iddin-Martluk, of D ( imc[a). This uv 
dicatcs the great irttcrrcsr tiic new market ctv 
joyed among the wealthy Babylonian families, 
in no way limited to the Egibis alone. However, 
the latter probably played the major role. Let 
us note that in all four documents Itti-Marduk- 
balaftf is borrower. It is difficult to assume that 
he is the only one who in the course of the 
journey suffered exceptional financial losses, 
and for rhese reason urgently needed n credit 13 . 
Probably the opposite is true: Itti Marduk-bala- 
tu sokl the goods he had brought from Baby- 
lonia, and invested his total profit in purchases 
on Persian territory. One can suspect that the 
represcntaoves of other families, not as rich as 
hc f were afraid on the risky business on a com- 
pletely unknown territory and of possible loss 
of goods or money on their way back home. 
For Itti-Marduk-balatu, who was a man of great 
possessions in Babylonia, the risk was relatively 
smaller; therefore, he decided u\ borrow nioncv 
from other members of the caravan and prom- 
ised to return the debt upon return to their 
home country 1 **. Such a solution was satisfacto- 
ry for both parties. Various terms of contracts 
IttkMarduk-balatu made with his creditors may 
mean that some of them decided to put up with 
profit from selling their goods and avoid any 
further risk; others did not want to credit ltti- 
Marduk-balatu without additional profit, i.e. 
they were ready to risk either a journey back 



With money in their nnrtr, 

goods with i.» P° ck «.-<'r to purc 



base 



n earnby^cs third year, he ii connected 




as Jui-Marduk.biliju^ brother, while the two names refer 
to the same person, see above n. io. 
H It is worth noucing how ihe dates for repivment of 
the debt changed, as this prnbahly rcllcctcd the npeaed 
date of corning back home. Cyr 29 was written when The 
return date was not known 11 all* therefore, the parries 
agreed only on the interest rate, without indicating the date 
for repayment of rhe debt. Both contracti, made in the 
month ot' .\iTaru in Rizumctanu, stipulated ihe return of 
credit in Babylon in the month of Tiiriiu (interestingly, 
both creditors released the interest of the borrowed mm). 
The Asurukkanu com net provided the return of borrowed 
moncv - 1 mini 10 shekels of silver - in the mown of 
Nisannu^ that is after a. 6 months from the date of miking 
the agreement - in this case ilso there is no mention ibour 
mteresr. Cyr 60, the last one in the leries, stipulates repay- 
ment of the debt - i 1 /* nunas of silver - in the month 
of Arahsamnu a*k*-i mihiri (KI.l-AM) At TINTIR.KI itH 
1 GIN KU.BABBAR 1 BAN ZClJ-UM^IA h**m-$M jo 
bil-ru Sa hu^a-bt ihti-i r-aam dn **he will pay according to 
the marked price of Babylon together with a iutu of dates 
for t shekel of silver; in addition he will deliver jo loads 
of h." This means that Itti^Marduk-balifu will return not 
the silver but its equivalent in dates according to the marked 
price on Arahsamnu, that is m the moment when, after 
the han^est, rhe price of dates was lowest. AM^* 
Itti^brduk-biMm wa, obU^\ tu ^'^^^ 
Silver, two sum of dates and ,0 loads o, hug Uc^r 
m ,tton about the return of debt in the mni* in 'A^u 

home before the end ot ihis mnntn 



hia Mother, Nabu^nastr, occur earlier in the circle may signal either return ^^j™^ vmJ , d get 
* P«ple connected with Iddin-Marduk, see Wunseh\ No or onlv that the parties agreed that the < ^ ^ 



^ith'h^r? ^ W ^° nR ^ 3Ccn connected by numcroos lmk!i 
lunu * C B^is- Ina-csagila^eH, gnindfather, sort by Bel- 
Uzvi*™** " Carly 41 NebuchaaWzar's year 7 and ft 

|j nltt f descendant of Rgibk Ucttcr d<»cumcnted arc 
he ^^Marduk's father, Nabu-nasir. For the hrst 
iji, fati^^P* 311 in ° nc and the same document alongside 

w c can k HC ^ lHc ICribc af Ih,s tcxI (Nt)k 7lJ ' LatCr 
th « Eflihl^^ 11 hU dOW Iink * witJl lhc mam hranch of 
U^ee ton ? With Nab ^-ahhe-iddin > son of Sula. In 

ntiacts written in Sth (Nbn aSf*), 9th (Nbn 



may signal either return 
or 
the 

a half mines tn Babylon in 
date of return to me country } ctJ .Marduk- 
» \Ve do not know how ^^J^^wed hum 

5 pend «YZZ^ 
W companions. In the hg hi ^ ^ [0 , fh 



Lumjv— — - N.miidrfu from 

utg his later journey 10 ^ of them 

Jr of ambyses- reig, ^ ^ « ^ 

or Babylonian ongin («• 



ttat of Cambyses" 

,f Babylonian origin (rf J.'rha. in caK of 

,. 7) . vv C should «wwbe . coatwn ,. CK 



buying 

nude - just like n»« a Jay*. 



1 16 

■oumev can be * . s< . It icni«K « ' 

1 111 kn p«-n site wjs >nc >hort 

^ Lbh l^ fllcd ^f L two 
kU prober ' ^ ^rdcr. ionic t* 

^^^^^ cached Razumc- 

um - d h ' s than 6 days d-£ 

^ ,;C!M,J !„^ TahLkka ,0 their arrival 

lr,im,hC,rP ^t cxactlv 7 months) seems to 
m ficbatana (almost exa j A man y 

indicate ih« iw l«w ' . wc knoW 



STEFAN p crs|a tn)m ,-.- c() 

. (..tc-balani s stay 
i^miiul »' ith , ^member a 7 . J |7> To the bttcr ^ 

non ,0 identic K^^'f the «F * 6 ro ^jTlelst a few weeks which were 
sUg |pstion to ltin crary 01 at least - .. , . , 

im Sn« * ^.L, „ this basis. The *gP_ ^ a iou mey from Ecbamna back ,0 

BabyhW 



1C- 



I/e/tftf Zawad^ki 
U/iimrsytet im. A 
Initytut Hisiorii 
11L Su>. Martin 78 
61-S09 Pc^nati 



MicJuewic^a 



STP.J'AN ZAWAI1ZKI 



BARDIYA, DARIUS AND BABYLONIAN USURERS tv tim , 
OF THE BISnUN INSCRIPTION AND BABYLONI AN So'S? 



The events which took place in Persia and Ba- 
bylonia between the end of the Babylonian (and 
Persian) year 52 j (according to our calendar 
from Spring 522 B.C) and the end of the eighth 
month of 521 (which in our calendar corre- 
sponds to November) form probably the most 
vivid sequence of events in the history of the 
Persian Empire, Before proceeding to a detailed 
analysis, wc shall recall the most important facts 
in the way they arc presented in contemporary 
sources, especially in the famous Bisitun inscrip- 
tion, despite various reservations as to the value 
of the chronological data it contains, h recounts 
how Cambyses, before starting the campaign 
against Egypt, gave the command to murder 
his brother Bardiya, and simultaneously ordered 
this to be kept strictly secret. While Cambyses 
was staying in Egypt, in Persia a revolt broke 
out under the leadership of a certain Gaumata. 
The leader claimed to be Bardiya, Cambyses* 
late brother. The revolt started on the 14th of 
Addaru (XII) t Le, March t 1 , 522, and on the 
yth of Du'uzu (July 1) the whole empire was 
already subjected to Gaumata's rule. The acci- 
dental death of Cambyses in Syria created fa* 
vourable circumstances for Gaumata to remain 
on the throne which he had gained unlawfully. 

mere was no one - not a Persian, not a Mcdc, 
n ot a Babylonian, no one in the (other) lands, 
not a man of our line - who would take the 
Wngship from Gtiumata, the Magush. The peo- 
ple were in great fear of him. He was killing 
"wnjr people who had known KirJiva prevjous- 
* \ rhc deposing of the " false king " was ear- 
ned into effect only after Darius and his com 

ha ^ t0 ° k lhin & s into the" 1 own hands. They 
Ccl a Plot which led 10 the killing of Gau^ 
on xhc *oth of Tashritu (September 29), 



as he himself stated, it took him just one te* 
to suppress thcrn. The course of these filhi 
is related in =» iri-lingual insenptmn nri the ri^ 
ofBiSitun, with the central section of the menu- 
ment occupied by the relief measuring j by 
5,5 m, presenting Darius with two of his closcsr 
courtiers behind his back, and in front of htm 
depicting the original nine, and later ten defeat- 
ed rebel kings, A little to the righl of Darius' 
head there is a figure of Ahuramazda soaring 
in the air and blessing the king. Almost exactly 
over the head there is a ten iine Elamitc text 
containing Darius' genealogy. The figures of 
the vanquished rebel kinp are accompanied bv 
the so-called additions in all the three languages 
which enable us to identify them. 

Scholars disagree in their opinion concerning 
Gaumata. The first group of scholars, to which 
belong R. Fryc 3 and J. Wteschdfer\ fully accept 
the accounts of Herodotus and Bisirun and treat 



The 



overthrow of Bardiya/Smcrdis re- > 
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